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Mr, Francis Vernons Letter, written to the Publisher Januar. i oth. 
i6-]\, gifjing a Jhort account of fome of his Ohfervations in his 
Travels from Venice through Iftria , Dalmatia, Greece, and the 
Archipelago, to Smyrna, where this Letter was written. 

S I R, 

IMuft beg your excufe for not having written to you in fo long 
a fpacc : The little reft I have had, and the great unfetJednefs 
of my condition is the reafon. Neither have I now any great 
Curiofities to impart to you ; only fome fmall circumftances of 
my Journey I will run over. 

F f f f From 
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From Venice I fet out with thofc Gallies which carried their 
Ambafladour that went for the Tort. We toiich't at moft of tfae 
confiderable Towns of ifiri4 aad Dalmatia by the way. In Ipia 
v/e fa w PoU^ an ancient Republick. There remains yet an Amphi- 
theatre entire: Jtisof two orders of 7«/f4» Pillars, placed one 
over another, and the lower Pillars fland on pedeftals, which is 
uot ordinary ; for, commonly they have nothing but thtxi Bafes 
to fupport them* There is, befides a Temple dedicated to Home 
iVid Augujitu , a Triumphal Arch, built by a Lady of the family 
of thcSergii, in honour of fome of her kindred , which com- 
manded in thefe Countries ; befides feveral Infcriptions and an- 
cient Monuments, which are in divers parts of the Town. 

In Dalmatia I faw Zahara, which is now the Metropolis of 
the Country. It was anciently called Jadera, It's now very well 
fortified, being encompafs'd on three fides with the Sea » and that 
part which is toward the land extreamly advantaged by all the 
contrivances of Arr, having a Caftle and a Rampart of very lofty 
baftionstoguardit. I found here feveral ancient Infcriptions, 
by me copied, which will not find room in the compafs of a Let- 
ter. We pafi: in fight of Zebenico, and faw three Forts, which be- 
long to ihe Town, St. Nicolo, St. Gioanni, and la Ferfezza Vecchia j 
but we went not a fhore. That which is moft worth feeing in 
Dalmatia, is Spalatro ', where is Dioclefiah's Palace , a vaft and 
flu pendens fabrick, in which he made his refidence , when here- 
treated from tl^e Empire. It is as big as the whole town ; for the 
whole town indeed is patch't up out of its ruines, and is faid by 
fome to take its name frona it. The building is maffive ; there is 
within it an entire Temple of Jupiter j eight-fquare , with noble 
Porphyrie pillars , and Cornice, worth any bodies admiration. 
There is a Court before it, adorned with eAigyptiaa pillars of 
that ftone called Pyropoicilos^ and a Temple under it , now dedi- 
cated to Sta Lucia ; and up and down the Town feveral f ragnsents 
of Antiquity, with Infcriptions and other things, worth taking 

notice of. 

Four miles from Spalatrt is Salona, which fhews the ruines of a 
great Town. About as much farther from Salona flandb Clijfa up- 
ona rocky Hill, an eminent Fortrefs of the Venetiam , which iS 
here the frontier againft the Turk ; from whence they repu ft him 
in their late wars with great honour. I was at Lefma , v, here is 
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nothing very remarkable ; but Biefitii, that hath written our Eng- 
iifli Hiftory, was of it. Trau is ancient, and hath good marks of 
its being fo. Here I fpoke with Doftor Stafileo, who puc out 
that fragment of Petrmiiu Arbiter 5 and I faw his Manu- 
fcript. 

1 was in the harbour of Ragufi, but not in the to-A n , Ucnife 
we made no ftay there. From hence we paft the gbli o( ludua, 
and faw the Mountains of Anthari , the Plain of Duraz,zo and 
ApeUo^ia, ind came to Sa^im a fmall J (land, from wh'ncewc 
could fee the town of Vdona^ and the mounrains /Icroceramii , 
which are very near, and are now called Mountains of Chi- 
taara. 

I ftay'd a fortnight in Cerftt, and had time to view all that v/as 
confiderableinthejfland, particularly the Gardens of AhimtHy 
that is, the place where they are fuppofed to have been, now cal- 
led Chrj/Jfda 5 a moft delicious fcituation : The ancient Port, now 
called NiKef diMQau , and feveral foundations of ancient fabr;cks. 
J:\Zante I was likewife a fortnight , where { faw but little of 
Antiquity ; What is Modem, is very flourifhing , and the Ifland 
rich and plentiful. 

I went from Za?ite toFatrai, a town m^chaiajnf good nnre 
among the Ancients. Near it is a great Mountain , mcntion'd by 
Homer by the uaa^c of Fetra 0/enia. Jn the town are feveral 
maffive ruines, which few there know how to give any account of. 
There are the remains of a large Church, dedicated to St.. Andrea, 
who, they fay, was Martyr'd there. This is the firft town I faw 
on the Continent of Greece. The Plain about it is very fruitfu], 
full of fprings and rivolets; finely wooded with O.ive-trces, 
CyprefleSjOrange and Lemon-trees, The Citrons here are counted 
among the beft of the Turkijh Empire , and are fent for Pre- 
fents to Conjimtinefle, So are all their Fruits in very good 
efteem. 

In Athens I have fpent two months. Next to Rome I judge it 
the moft worthy to be feen for Antiquities of any I have yet 
been at. The Temple or Minerva, is as entire as the Rotunda. 1 
was three times in it,and took all the dimenfions, With what exaft- 
nefs I could ; but it is difficult, becaufe the Caftle of Athens,\u 
which itftandsjis agarrifon, and the 2»r/'j are jealous, andbru- 
tiflily barbarous, if they take notice that any mcafures it. The 

Ffff 2 length 
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length of rhe CeHa or Body of the Temple without fide , 

is - 1 68? Feet SThefe meafures you may rely 

The breadth yiS^nglifh.^ on, as exaft to j a foot. 

The JPortico, of the Dorique Order, which runs round it , hath 
8 Pillars in front, 17 on the fides; the length of the Portico is 
2 3ofeec Englifh. I have taken all the dimenfions within , with 
thofeof the w{4v*5j and Portico's; but they are too long for a 
Letter. The/«y?f or fliaft of the Pillars isi9|feet in circumfe- 
rence: The Intercdftmmum , i\ of the diameter of the pil- 
lars. 

The Temple of thefeus is likewife entire, but 'tis much lefs^ 
though builc after the fame model : The length of itsf^//^ is bat: 
73 feet, the breadth, 26. The whole length o( the Fertieo, which 
goes round it, 1 23 feet, Tis a Dorique building, as is that of the 
tMffferva. Both of them are of white Marble. 

About the Cornice ontheoutfideof the Temple of 9SM.inervA 
is a baffo relievo of men on horfeback, others in Chariots •-> and 
a whole proceffion of people going to a facrifice of very curious 
fculprure. On the Front is the hiftory of the Birth of Mi- 
ner v a. 

In the Temple of thefetts on the Front within-fide the Portico^ 
at the Weft-end , is the battle of the Centmri ; and at thcEaft- 
end feems to be a Continuation of that hiftory ; But there are fe- 
vera! figures of Women, which feem to be jPm/^ij»/s Bride, and 
thofe other Ladies which were at the wedding. On the outfide 
the Perticoy in the fpaces between the Trigljfphi, are feveral of the 
prowefiTes of thefim, moft in Wreftling with feveral perfons , in 
which he excelled ; All his poftures and locks are expreft with 
great art. Others are Monfters, which he is made encountring 
with, as the Bull of Marathm, the Bear of Galydon,&c. 

There is a Temple of Hercules, zTOMnd fabrick, only of fix feet 
diameter, but neat archicefture. The Pillars are of the Gr/«- 
thim order, which fupport an Archi-trave, and Frife, wherein arc 
done in relievo the Labours of Hercules. The top is but one ftone, 
wroughtlikea8hield,withaflow^r on the outfide, which rileth 
like a plume of Feathers. 

There is yet ftanding the Tower of Jlndromcus Cirrhe[les,v^h\OA 
is an Oftogone, with the figures of 8 Winds, which are large, and 
of goodv/orkmanfliip ; and the names of the Winds remain le- 
gible 
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gibleinfair Greek charaftcrs, (where a Houfe, which is built a- 
gainft it on one fide, does not hinder 3 ) as i-mhiuTyit, <l>e}t, fioftnf, 
f>usay,^tfvi®-' Each Wind placed againft its quarter in the heavens ; 
and the roof is made of little planks of MarbIe,broad at bottom, 
and which meet all in a point at top, and make an obiufc pyramid 
of fome 3 2 or 3 6 fides. 

There is a delicate Temple of the Covique order in theCaftle, 
whether of Pandrofos , or whom, I cannot tell ; but the work 
was moft fine, and ail the ornaments moft accurately engraven : 
The Length of this Temple was 67?-. 
The Breadth 385'' ^^'■• 

Thefe Pillars which remain of a Portico of theEmperoury^.^ 
drian, are very (lately and noble : They are of the Corinthian or- 
der, and above 5 2 feet in height, and 1 9 ^ in circumference : They 
are canellate ; and there are now ftanding.feventeen of t)itin,with 
part of their Cornice on the top. The building, to which they be- 
longed, I meafured the Area of, as near as 1 could conjedlure i 
and found it near a thsufand feet in length, and about fix hundred' 
and eighty \x\ breadth. 

Without the Town, the Bridge over the IMffm hath three. 
arches, of folid ftone-work : The middlemofi; is near 20 fee c 
broad. There is thtfiadiumyti to be feen , whofe length I mea- 
fured, and found it 630 feet, near to what theprecifemeafure of a 
Jladium ought to be, viz.62$. 

Towards the Southern wall of the Caftle there are the reinains 
of the Theater of ^^rt/'^, with the Portico of £»»?^;?(r^, which is 
near itj the femi- diameter, which is the right Sine of the demi- 
circle which makes the Theatre, is about 150 hi:t. The whole 
Body of the Scene, 256. Monfieur de la Guillietiere in that Book 
he hath written of Athens^ hath made a Cut of a Theatre , which 
he calls that of Bmhm^ which is a meer fancy and invention of 
his own, nothing like the Natural one, which by the Plan, he has 
drawn of the Town, I judge he did not know. J give you this 
one hint, that you may not be deceived by that Book, which is 
wide from truth; as will appear to any body who fees the reality, 
«tiough to one who hath not feen it, it feems plaufibly written. 
I have dwelt long on Jz/jrwj, but yet have faid nothing. This 
Tbwnalone deferves a whole Book to difcourfe of it well, which 
now I have neither time nor room to do ; but I have Memorials 

by. 
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by me of all I faw ; which one day, if it pleafe God,I may fiiew 
you. 

!r^^/^w isaIargeTown,but I found few Antiquities in if, ex- 
cepting fonie infcriptions and Fraguxntsof thf Old Wall, and 
one Gate, which, they fay, was 'eft ty Alcxunder ^ when he de- 
molifh't the reft. It is about fome fitty imles diftanc Uqxw Athens^ 
as I judge. 

Corinth is two daies journey diftant : the Caftle or 'Axfoyie^jd©- 
is ftanding, whichis very large. The mail) of the Town is de- 
niolifli'f, and the houfes, which now are fcacici'd, and a great di- 
ftance from one another. So is Argos^ vi hich to go round would be 
feme four or five miles, as the houfts now ftand ; biu if they ftood 
together, they would fcarce t^ctt^ a good Vi.lage. NttpU della 
Rumitk isa large town, and full of Inhabitants , and the BafliaOf 
the Morfd refides there : It is but very few leagues diftant from 
Jfgos. 

5iprff/'4isquiteforraken ; and Mejlrx is the Town which is in- 
habited , four miles diftant from it. But one fees great ruines 
thereabout ; almoft all the Walls, feveral towers and foundations 
of Temples with pillars and chapitres deir.olifli't: A Theatre 
pretty entire. It migbt have been anciently fome five miles in 
coropafs; and about a quarter of a mile diftant from the River 
Eurotus, The Plain of Sfarta and ofLaeoma is very fruitful,and 
long,and well watered, ft will be about eighty miles in length, 
as I judge. The Mountains on the Weft-fide of ic very high, the 
higheft i have yet feen in Greece ; the Manktes inhabit them. 
But the Plain of Calamatfa, which anciently was that of Meffefte^ 
feems rather richer. Corone is very abundant in Olives, ^avur- 
rino, which isefteem'd the ancient Pj-Zw, hath a very ftrongCaftle, 
fortified by the Tnrks, and h the beft Port in all the Morea, Al- 
fhem is much the beft River, and the deepeft , and with great rea- 
fon extolled by all the ancient Poets , and chofen for the feat of 
the Olympick Games 5 for its very pleafant. The Plains of Elis 
are very goodly and large, fit to breath Horfes in,and for hunting 3 
but not fo fruitful as that of jirges zx\d Meffene, which are all 
riches. The beft Woods I faw in Felopof$neJus ite thok of ^' 
chak^ abounding with Fines and wild JPear y the Ilex and 
Efculus'tTces , and, where there runs water, with JPlatte- 

trees. 

ArcadtA 



^rW(^/4 is a very goodly Chatiipain, and full of Catde, bun's 
all encompaft with Hills , which are very rough and unhewn. 
Lepaafo is very pleafantly feated on the Gulf, which runs up as far 
as Cerintb \ and without the Town is one of the fineft Fountains 
I rawioGr«^^> very rich in veins of Water, and (haded with 
huge Plane-trees; non inferiour in any thing to the Spring of 
CaftalU on Mount P^maJ^us^ which runs through Delfhos,txcepc 
in this, that one was chofen by the Mufes, and the other not ; and 
Poetical fancies have given immortality to the one, and never 
mentioned the other* 

Delphes it felf is very ftrangely fcituated on a rugged hill , to 
which you have an afcentof fome two or three leagues j and yec 
that is not a quarter of theway to comeup to the Pique of ^ar- 
KaJfasjOnthe fidcof which hill it ftands. It feems very barren to 
theeye; but the Fruits are very good, where there are any. The 
Wines are excellent, and the Plants and Simples, which are found 
there, very fragrant and of great eilficacy. 

About Lebadia, and all through B^eotia, the Plains are very fer- 
tile,^nd make amends for the bar rennefs of the Hills which tnccni- 
pafsthem: But in Winter they are apt to be overflown for that 
reafon, and to be turn'd into Lakes ; which renders ihGEmotiait 
Air very thick, and/o were their Skulls too , if the Ancients may 
be believed concerning themj though Pmdar ^ who was one that 
fubliroated Poetry to its higheft exaltation , and is much fancied 
and imitated in our Age, as he was admired in his own , was born 
there; And Amfhion, who was faid to be fo divine in his Mufick, 
that he raviflu the very ftones, had skill enough to entice them to 
makeup the Walls of Thebes ; So that not every thing that's born 
in a dull Air,is dulKThefe Vales I found much planted with Cetu»^ 
and Sejamum^ivid Cummi/r^oi which tbey make great profit and a 
great trade at Thebes and Lebadia. 

I went from Thebes into the HIand of Eubaa or Negroffont^ and 
faw the Euripust which ebbs and flows much after the nature of our 
Tides ; only the Moon, and fometimes Winds,make it irregular.The 
Channel, w hich runs between the Townjand a Caftle,which fiands 
in an Ifland over againft it, is fome fifty feet broad 5 and there are 
three Mills on it , which fhew all the changes and varieties that 
happen in the Current .Near the Euriptts and oppofite to the Town, 
they Ihewa Port, whicTi they fay was /iuli^^ and it is not impro- 
bable ; 



bablei for it niuft be thereabouts. Betv^een JM^grcpoaf ^nd ^the»s 
is a high Hill, called AjttfMKiety formerly very dangerous, but now 
guarded by Albanefes : It is part of Mount Farmjj'e; and near it on 
the left hand lies MounC Pentelitui , from whence the Athenians 
anciently fercht their Stone,and now there is a Convent of Cahierts 
there, one of thericheft of all Greece. 

In going from Athenshy Sea, 1 embarqued in a Port, which lies 
juft by MunichtA: That which they call Pcrto Pyr<ei> lies behind it 
a mile diftant, which is alarge Port, able to contain 500 Vcflelj. 
There are the rninsof the Town yet remaining, and of the walls, 
which joyn'd it to the City oi Athens. 1 fai'ed by Porto Pbalero^ 
the ancient Haven of ^/f^*?/?^, which is rather a Road than a Port. 
I faw an Ifland called 4/t*ff5« , where the Athenians had anciently 
Mines. I went a Ihore on the Promontory of Sunium, to view the 
remainsof the Temple of M/i?^rz/r, which ftood on it. Hence I 
failed aniong the Ifles of the Archipelago^ Macronejia, thermea, Ser- 
fhanto^ Siphanto , till [ came to Melo. From Melo I failed through 
the CycUdes to come hither. I paft by Jndros^ Te»os^ Myeone^ Velos; 
Naxia and Paros I faw at a diftance We failed near the Northern 
Cape of S/o, and the Southern of Mytilene or he^os , and fo came 
intotheGulf of S»yr»<«. Within this Gulf ftands £«r/4 near fome 
fmal! Iflandsjwhich is judged to be the ancient Clazomena j Foja^ 
v^hich is the fame with the ancient P/'(»f<e<i : Near this the River 
Hermm difcharges it felf into this Gulf. 

Inthis my Journey I had fome mifadventure^ •. My Companion, 
Sir Giles Eajlcourt, dyed by the way. At Sea I was plunder'd by the 
Serphiotes, where I loft all my Letters , and Yours among the reft, 
which you fent to My Lord AmbafTadour at Conflantimple^ and Con- 
ful 'Rycaut , whom I find here a very civil and knowing Gentleman, 
and an) much obliged to him for his favours. 

I have been as curious as I could in taking the latitudes of fome 
remaifkable places; As I find them, I fliall give them you; 
Gr. m, Gr. 

Athens '38. 5.! CVatras 58. 40. 

Corinth 38.14.^ J'Delphos 38.50. 

Sparta 37»lO'Q ^'Thebes 38. 22. 

Corone 37. 2.) ^Negropmt ox Chaleis — 38.31 

I defire you to prefent my humble Services to the Gentlemen of the 
Koyal Society. I am, &c. 

Adverti- 



